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Pſalm xXCVI. Ver. 9. former Part. 


0 Worſbi the Lord in the Beauty 0 
2 Holineſs. if 3. 


dis Pſalm was compoſed and def ed 
bo bs by David to congratulate the ſafe Arrival 

g of the Ark of God into the Tabernacle 
which he had prepared and built in Zion: 
So that Tabernacle being a Shadow of 
better things to come, an eminent Type of Chriſt, and, 
in an inferior Degree, a lively Figure and Emblem 
of every Chriſtian Church: We who are now here 
aſſembled, after the late ſolemn Dedication of this 
beauteous Houſe, may break forth into the ſame Ex- 
preſſions of Admiration and Joy; O. /ing unto the Lord via. . 
a new Song, ſing unto the Lord, and praiſe his Name. 
Glory and Worſhip are before "him , Power and Ho- . 6. 
nour are in his Santtua Aſcribe unto the Lord 5.8. 
the Honour due unto his Name bring Preſents, and 
come into his Courts, And to ſpecify thoſe, which 
' are moſt worthy of God, and moſt comely for us, 


A 2 he 


(4) 
he expreſſly concludes in the Words of my Text, 0 
worſhip the Lord in the Beauty of Holineſs. From 
which Words I ſhall, 8 
Firfl, Endeavour to recommend and enforce the 
Neceſſity of Erecting, the Piety in Conſecrating, and 
Decency in Adorning convenient determined Places 
for religious Worſhip DG 
xondly, 1 hall. prove that thoſe. Sactifices we 
offer, and Duties we perform in ſuch ſacred Places, 
are moſt eſpeciall/ acceptable to Almighty God, and 
moſt beneficial to our ſd yes. 
_ Thirdly, The indiſpenſable Obligations of all 
Chriſtian Aſſemblies, to a reverend, holy and decent 
Deportment in ſuch ſacred Places. | 
Firſt, I am to endeavour to recommend and e- 
force the Neceſſity of Erecting, the Piety in Oonſe- 
crating, and Decency in Adorning convenient Qerer- 
mined Places for religious Worſhip. 
As the Dictates of Nature, and common Conſent 
of Mankind univerſally acknowledge the Exiſtence of 
a God; ſo the Voice of Reaſon, and Impreflions of 
Grace, unite in the Approbation of religious Wor- 
ſhip; to the due Performance of which, whether 
private or publick, Time and Place are eſſentially 
neceſſary. In our private Addreſſes tis not often 
material, nor always convenient, to determine fix d 
Bounds and Limits to theſe, which may very inne- 
cently and reaſonably vary as Circumſtances ſhall al- 
ter, or Occaſions ſerve: but Stated Seaſons and ſo- 
lemn Places are more expedient at leaſt; if not ab- 
| -X ſolutely 


(3) 
indy \neceſſaty for pu Mlick Devotions; whith in — 


py numerons Aﬀemblies and united Congregations, 
ch as cannot be ſuppoſed to coneut vithout previous 
Notice, nor perform their Exerciſes within too nar- 
row a Reception. Hence the Wiſdom and Piety of 
all Ages and Nations have diſtinguiſhed their various 
laſtauces of Revtrence and Hlonagz > tes the ally 
of their Places devoted to divine W The o- 
riginal” Way of Worſhip was in — and 
Groves, a Cuſtom fitly calculated for the Simplicit 
df thoſe Primitive Times, when they were gui 
rather by the Dickates of Nature; than the Tavens 


tions If Art. But in Proceſs of Time, when Cor- 


ruption and Luft, by inſinuating their n 
and. malignant Influences, inſenſibly ode 
Face of the whole Earth, and thoſe puret Intentibns 
were abuſed to ſuperſtitions and. idolatrous Parpoles, 
God in Wiſdom decreed to ſabſtirdte in their toom 
2 material Tabernacle, ' This Was formed by the 
express Command of the Lord, 'andin the Way he 
approved; this was conducted by Maſes and his im- 
mediate Succeſſors, and was' acknowledged by Got 
himſelf to be fuch a Sanctuaty as" he delighted to 
reſide in, and be exalted by . 0 | Toſhi facceed- 
ed the Temple, that magnificent Structure pioully 
deſigned by Y Dany but whoſe Beginning and Com- 
pletion was reſerved” for the more peaceable- ant 
glorious Reign of his Son Solomon. Here the Tribes 
of Tfrael, and the Tribes of Judah continually af- 
ſembled with their numerous Attendants to 295 
their 


X | s 3 | * 
Pr. eri. their Homage, and . umo the Name of 
tte Lord. To this Jewyh Temple fucceeded next the 

Evangelical and Chriſtian Church, and 2h Glory of 
this latter Houſe, was in no Reſpect inferior to the. for- 
mer: For tho in the Infancy of Chriſtianity, in the 
Apoſtolical Times, and for ſome ſucceeding Centuries, 
the Profeſſors of the Goſpel were, wont to celebrate 
their divine: Offices. in ſome, upper Apartment, or in 
ſuch narrow and ignoble Edifices as the impoveriſhed 
Condition of thoſe Times would bear; yet when the 
Storms of Perſecution began to aſſuage, and Chriſti- 
anity appeared, again in its true native Beauty, Luſtre, 
. 23. and Triumph; when "Kings became it's nurſing Fa- 
thers, and Queens it's nurſing Mothers, there were 
Chriſtian Churches that might deſervedly vie with any 
Jewsſb Sanctuary, by 1d „ „ 0 224 
Great indeed was the Zeal and Example of Conſtau- 
tine in erecting Churches, and vaſtly numerous were 
the Inſtances of Pagan Converts; who largely and glad- 
ly expended their private Treaſures on Places appro- 
priated to Publick Worſhip. Thus in all Ages of the 
World, Religious Worſhip has been ſupported and 
maintained in ſome fixed Place, or appointed Sanctu- 
ary ; nay: this is ſo inſeparable a Circumſtance, ſo eſ- 
ſential to the very Being of Publick Worſhip, that 
none of thoſe inſtitued Offices of Prayer, Thankſgi- 
ving, Oblations, or Sacrifices, can with. any tolerable 
convenience be performed without it. Hence aroſe 
thoſe pious ardent and pathetical Requeſts of Davzd, 
et ll. 18. O be gracious and ſavourable unto Sion, Build _ the 
| alls 


my 
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h (#) 
Walls of Jeruſalem , that many devout Souls may of- 
fer, and God himſelf be pleaſed with the Sacrifices of 
Righteouſneſs. The Zeal of Nehemiah, and the Cap- 
tive Jews in rebuilding their Temple was remarkably 
famous. Their Swords and Spears as well as labour- „ 
ing Inſtruments were alternately employed, nor didu.” 
they loſe any Time, or ſpare any Pains or Coſt to 
accompliſh ſo pious and glorious a Work. To build an 
Houſe for the Lord, was always eſteemed an uncon- 
teſted Monument of real Merit, and of laſting Praiſe; 
nor did our Saviour need a more effectual Motive to 
heal the dangerous Infirmity of the Servant, than what 
the Jewsſh Rulers urged to illuſtrate the Character of | 
the Centurion his Maſter; he loveth our Nation, and Lum vlg 
hath built us a Synagogue. This is an Homage, which 
in its End and Aim is peculiarly Divine, by wholly 
confining its Uſe to advance theIntereſts of Religion, 
and the Glory of God. Hence the Wiſdom and Piety of 

all Ages and Nations have fignalized themſelves by 
appropriating Places for religious Offices, and ſecurin 
them from returning to any civil Uſes. The carlief 
Notion we have of the Conſecration of a Place, is that 
recorded in the Book of Geneſis of the Stone of Ja- Gm: 
cob, which he /et up for @ Pillar, which he anointed 50S 
with Oil, and diftioguiſh'd by the Name of Bethel, 
which is God's Houſe. *Tis very obvious to all Men 
who are converſant in the Books of the old Teſta- 
ment, that the Tabernacle which was call'd the Sanc- 
7, and the firſt and ſecond Temple were no ſooner 


tua 
Fniſhed than they were conſecrated to God, and re- 
ligious 


| 6ů8 = 
ligious Worſbip. The 9 Chriſtians were well 
known to obſerve Diſtinction of Places, and, tho! re- 
proached by the Gentiles for want of Temples, yer. 
were acknowledged to hold ſundry ſatred Oratories 
for their Chriſtian Aſſemblies. Under the Meridian 
Brightneſs of the reign of Conſtamine, Chriſtian Chur- 
ches increaſed and multiplied, and by Solema Rites and 
proper Acts of Homage were immediately diſtinguiſh- 
ed. This decent and venerable Custom of our pious 
Forefathers is ſtill continued, and the late ſolemn; De- 
dication of this Houſe and Cœmetery which as to the 
outward Form of it, is only an Epiſcopal Act imme 
diately imparts: fach an inherevt Sanctiey, as all muſt 


ae. acknowledge to be the Lord's doing, and ſhould there- 


fore be marvellous in our Eyes: Tho we do not con- 
tend ſor an abſolute andi eifential-Holinek to mater; 
rial Buildings, yet we muſt acknowledge and allow: a 
relative Sanctity, and derivative. Virtue and Efficacy. 
to divine Iaſtitutions. When the prudent Gover- 
nours of our Church, propoſe an Ac of this ſpititual 
and important Nature, a. previous Renunciation nia all: 
civil Right and Intereſt is expreſily required, that vo 
Pretence may bealled ——— VU which 


7" ſeparate from Gods: Service, a competent Endowe 


ment is. eſtabliſhed to confirm and ſecure the\Perper: 

tuity of it's Uſe, and then regularly follows Bpiſcopal. 

Conſectation , which confers an indelible Character: 

on the Place, and conſtitutes it a Church If au 

ſhould unwarily and injuriouſly charge this ſacred In: 

— as practiſed: in our Church, to ſardur _ 
8 muc 


— 


in Adorning Churches. Tho ia Propriety < Speech, 


jeſty, thy tis meet right and our bonden Duty ther 


Blood, for our Place of Worſhip. The common Rea 
fon of Mankind, which in ſome Meaſure allows us 


(3) 
much of Papal Superſtition; ve may charitably y pity 
their Errors and Infirmities, muſt have Recbutſe to 
the Practice of the primitive Church, à well as tb 
the Purity of our own Inrentions, aud may ſattly v in- 
dicate our ſelves in the Words of St. Pau, If any ſects 
to be contentious, we have no ſuch Catom, neubur the 
Charches of God. Next to the Neceſſity of Erecting and rs. 
Piety in Conſeeratiug, give ine to leave to remiiid 
you of ſome decent Cate ſome diſtioguiſting Reſpect 


4 
. Cor. xi. 


no Houſe we cart build, conſeerate or adorn is trily 
worthy of the tranſcendent Glory of the divine Ma- 


the Reſpect we thew and Homage we pay, ſhould ber 
ſome Proportion to the Dignity of the Place, and its 
Adorable Author. Nature, Reaſon and Relig ion, u- 
nite to ſhew that we ſhould worſhip the Lord in the 
Beauty of Holineſs. Natural ieſtin@ induced the Het- 
thens to adorn their Temples and Altars with p 
pous Splendor and great Mag nificence. The 
of Epheſus was the Maſte — of Art, the rerteclon 
of Beauty, and Woridet o the whole World: And if 
Gentiles — in too profuſe Decorations of thoſe 
Tan les dedicated to their imaginary Deities, we 
aſhamed to fink" into the contrary extreme, 
who have the true God for our Object, and ther 
Church of Oriſt, which he hath purchaſed with his 


to- Judge by appearances, hay teach us to — 
ens 


ak ok 


610) | 
Mens inward Sentiments by their outward Reſpects; 
and if we approve of Beauty and Splendor in our own 
Houſes, but altogether diſcourage them in the Houle 


of God, it may juſtly be queſtioned where is our Honour? 


If we require Abundance of Reſpe& as Maſters, but 

| refuſe to pay acknowledgments to our great Maſter 
in Heaven by a decent Decoration of his holy Tem- 
ple, it may as reaſonably be demanded, where is our 
Fear? We have all heard with our Ears, and our Fore- 
fathers have told us of the wondrous Splendor and 


magnificent Grandeur of King Solomon's Temple; and 


that God himſelf was not then diſpleaſed with ſuch 
external Ornaments, we may — from his imme- 

2 Chron, diate and eſpecial Preſence, when the Glory of the Lord 

vii. 2; 2 

| filled the Houſe of the Lord. In thoſe Days of Tri- 
umph and happy proſperous Times, when the Goſpel 
Prevailed over the Gentite World, the Zeal and Mur 
nificence of Chriſtian Emperors were abundantly dif- 
played in their publick Churches. That many ſu- 
perſtitious Innovations and groſs Abuſes have been 
ſince fatally introduced into the Churches of Chr 


under Pretence of Ornaments, we neither ſcruple to 


acknowledge, nor pretend to vindicate, We: know 
Rom, i. St. Paul admoniſhes us in his Epiſtle to abbor Idols, 
22 but then at the ſame Time warns us not to commit Fa- 
crilege. Our Reformation requires us to avoid, as far 
as in us lies, all Affectation of Pomp and ſuperfluons 
Gaiety in the Church of Chriſt, but forbids us to ſtrip 
it of all its Ornaments. Tis thediſtinguiſh'd Glory and 
conſummate Wiſdom and Conduct of our eſtabliſhed 
204 b 5 Church, 


1 


(in) 
Church warily to avoid theſe two dangerous Ex- 
tremes; ſhe as much deteſts all ſuperſtitious and fan- 

taſtick Fopperies of Romiſh Zeal and Bigotry, as ſhe 

; diſlikes the Preciſeneſs of ſome modern Se&aries, who 

| from an Antipathy to Pageantry in religions Worſhip 

would exclude all Ornament and Decency whatſoe- 
ver. And if Ezra bleſſed God that he had put this Ez. vi. | 

Thing into the Heart of the King 10 beautify the Tem- 

ple that was in Jeruſalem, we may be thankful to our 

Governours in Church and State, who neglect no pro- 

per Ornaments nor decent Solemnities in our Chriſtian. 

Aſſemblies. Having ſhewn the Neceſſity of Erecting, 

the Piety in Conſecrating, and the Decency in Adorn- 

ing convenient determined Places for religious Wor- 

ſhip: I proceed, | 


_ Secondly, To prove that thoſe Sacrifices we of- 
fer and Duties we perform in ſuch ſacred Places are 
moſt eſpecially acceptable to Almighty God, and 
molt beneficial to our ſelves. *Tis the expreſs Will of 
God that all Nations whom he hath made ſhall come 
and worſhip the Lord, and glorify his Name in the A 
ſembles of the Saints. Private Devotion has it's Uſes 
and Ends, but ought never to interfere with, much 
leſs exclude the publick Offices of the Temple. Both 
theſe are allowed to be indiſpenſable Duties; in both 
God is equally acknowledged, but in the one he is 
more ſignally glorified. Whatever ſome conceited 
Enthuſiaſts may alledge and argue for confining all. 
Religion to inward, Affection, and advancing hat 
they abſurdly ſtyle a purely Spiritual, Devotion. wee 

5 . ave 


, = *. v4. & xe. / Hate re Ts 


w + 
w 


(2) 


4 which teaches us that Gods Honſe is the Place where 
2 he moſt immediately reſides, and which he profeſ- 
Kenn ſes ro D more than all the Dwellings of Jacob. In- 
deed the Duties we perform here are very viſible 
Signs, and publick Demonſtrations of our Reſpect 


Math. v. to unite with us to glorify our Father which it in 
* Heaven, Inſtituted Times, and appropriated Sea- 
ſons are the Liſe and Support t of Religions Worſhip, 
without which the true Spirit of Devotion muſt lau- 

guiſh and decay, and he Forms ds well as Power. 
Godlineſ5 be ſoon loſt and extingniſh'd: This is a. 25 
berty. we oup ht to value, and I hope ſhall always 
improve — uſe as the Servants of God. For this is 


the Neceſſities of our own Souls oblige us to obſerve.” 
Reaſon and Experience; as well as Revelation, con- 
cur to prove that the ſolemn Exercifes of the ”_—_ 
ple, if frequently repeated, and conſcientiqufly 

fodved;: produce a plentiful Harveſt both of NN 


ſing uſually attends the Means God graciouſly ordains, 
and like the Seed” ſown in the pood Ground, 'brin 

forth thirty, ſinty, and an bundred fold In the — 
Times, when thoſe eminent Worthies, Moſes, Aaron 
and Samwelcalled aponthe Lord, and bowed down before 
#6 Ark, thePlace of publick Worſhip ; God heardtheir 
Prayers, and anſwered: their Requeſts, The Royal 
Kong abounds with variety of Inſtances, and 


quotes 


have 4 mur ſure Ward of Prop) ee) for our Directior, 


and Homage, and this our Zeal provokes Multitudes 


2 Duty; which not only the Commatids of God, but 


Virtues — true Chriſtian Graces. A faitable Bleſ- 


den y. 


— cehviar Pw s 


s in all 
Heel, who have waited for, and reverved the' Loving 
Kindneſs of the Lord in the midſt of bis Temple. 4 
Nay, He himſelf experienced theVirtue'and Efkcacy 
of theſe publick Ordinances, not only/in'the At- 
tainment of common Favours, but in the apprehen-- 

ding and uafolding the more intricate Occurtences- 

of a myſterious Providence; ſo that we may juſtly 
conchide with him in all duly diſcharged Offices in | 
his holy Sanctuary, The Lore of the Lord is mighty pt - 
in Operation, the Voice of the Lord is a glorious Vorce, 

That theſe divine Conſolations and powerful Aſſi- 

ſtances: were not conſined to the Tabernacle ot Tem- 

ple, the manifold Graces of God ſince variouſly. 
bellowed „and now freely communicated to our 
Chriſtian Churches abundantly evince. We daily feel. 

the Impreffions of Grace by our daily Reſort to 

theſe holy Aſſemblies; the Flames of out Devotion 

grow brighter and ſtronger by the Acceſſion of freſh: 
Supplicants and united Multitudes in theſe ſacred Of- 

fices.. Though e our ſelves are weak, and by the 
Repetition and Importunity of our ſingle? Prayers 

road fail of Succeſs, yet bY cheſs addition Auxili- 

aries we become ffrong, we powerfully wreſtle with- 

God, and effectually prevail. If when two or throe Marth. 

are gathered together in Chrift's Name he graciouſly. 
promiſes to hear their Prayers, and grant their Re- 

queſts ;- much more will he regard the united Peti- 

tions of a numerous « Congregation moſt of all will 

he reſpect the unanimous Supplications of the 


whole 


4 
A 
8 
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('14:)/ 
whole Community: of Chriſtians, and in this Senſe 
the Church Militant muſt prove Triumphant, If it 
was wiſely and juſtly argued by the blind Man in 
John ir the Goſpel, God beareth not Sinners, but if any Man 

a” Wk hipper = him, and doeth his Will, him he 
mw we may fairly conclude that God will hear, 
accept, and abundantly anſwer the joint Requeſts of 
thoſe, who /erve him, as they are commanded, in 
his holy Temple, For the moſt liberal Effuſions of 
divine Grace are continually communicated in theſe 
holy Habitations, nay, the agreeable Harmony of 
devout Souls in that noble variety of religious Offices 
diſtinguiſhed and diſplayed in our Church Commu- 
nion is the neareft —— we have of angeli- 
cal Felicity, and is ſo delightful to the holy Spirit of 
God, that he chuſes to reſort and make: his Abade 
with them. Well then may we break forth into thoſe 

rum Raptures of the P/almift, O how amiable are theſe 
gu > Tabernacles , Our Souls ſhould deſire and long to enter 
into theſe Courts of the Lord's Houſe, our Hearts and 
Fleſh ſhould rejoice in the living Lord. Nay, we 
ſhould count it our Privilege and y we as well as 
Duty, as oft as we have Opportunity, to viſit this 
Temple, and our own happy Experience would con- 
vince us in the End, that in the devout and ** 
nen of its Duties there is great Reward. 

Whence I come to ſhew, 

 Thudly, The indiſpenſable Obligations of all Chri- 
ian Aſſemblies to a reverend, holy and decent De- 


3 in ſuch ſacred Places, Did'the Almighty 
appear 
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(15) 
appear in that viſible Glory to the Eyes of our Sen- 
ſes in our Chriſtian Churches, as he did to Moſes-in 
the Tabernacle under the Jeuiſb Diſpenſation, it 


would fill our Souls with that conſtant reverential * 


Awe, as we ſhould never dare to prophane them by 
any indecent Levities. In all our Approaches to 
this venerable Sanctuary we ſhould conclude with | 
Jacob, Surely the Lord is in this Place This is nous Genel: 12 
other but the Houſe of God, and this is the Gate fn 
Heaven. *Twas an. abſurd Gentile Notion to think 
of confining. their Deities to their particular Tem 
ples, which though we dare not entertain of the Im- 
menſity of that Being, which fills all Places at all 
Times with his — yet we contend for ſuch 
an immediate Reſidence of God in theſe Aſſemblies 
of the Saints, as may ſerve to- influence our Minds, 
and compoſe our Spirits.to a ſedate; regular and ſe- 
rious Behaviour. Twas the Holy of Holiet, wherem 
the glorious Majeſty of the Lord was to endure for es 
uer. Twas the Houſe God had hallowed, to which 
his Promiſe belonged, that his Eyes and his. Hears 


| ſhould be there. continually. And if. the ſame or 


greater Favours are virtually. diſpenſed, and effica- 
ciouſly. conveyed in our Chriſtian Churches, what 
Qualifications ought we.to have? How devoutly and. 
reverently ſhould we demean our ſelves to be enti- 
tled to them? And as Gravity of Deportment, ſo 
Holineſs of Heart and Innocency of Life, are Quali- 
ties which become God's Houſe for ever. If the Jew- 
ſb Sacrifices were ſtrictly commanded by God to be 
without 


| cw) 
oithour He, o Bid, much more under theChyj+ 
ſctian, Which is 4 more perſect Inſtitution ſhould 
nom. zi. We preſaut qur Bodies a liwing Sacrifice holy, accepua- 
* R wut reaſonable Service. 2 
Mau, ont-of the gou Treaſure bf his Heart offers 
_ which is hows. and well pleaſing unto the Lord 
E - iis Temple. Te Pr. the Upripht are 
| PL 23. So oe Fog M ben the + "av 37 whe Cr 
eaverh, wh! to ſuch as order their Converſation right 
will he vouchſaſe his Favour, and ſheu his — 
eerun. 2308; | If we regard Inquity in out Hearts, we 
x8. 
publickly pray, but the Lord will not hear ; we 
ery aloud, But he will vos anſfiver. As the Plans 
whereow we ſtaud is holy, Ground: So let us prepare 
our Hearts, cleanſe —.— and purify our Af- 
feckions, that we may — Lad with holy 
Worſhip. To a cr — let us be care- 
fub to add a decent d erg in * A dA Ho- 
nee. ee 
There is fo-cloſe an Aﬀnity and endenring ny 
pathy between the Mind and the Body, that the AF- 
Lections of the one are uſually diſcovered, and ea- 
fly diſtinguiſhed by ehe Geſtures of the other. A 
voving Eye, a cafeleſs Poſture, or affecxed Geſtures 
in the Houſe of God, are too apparent Signs' of a 
wandring Spirit, an unattentive Mind, or a pro- 
phane Heart. That Enthuſiaſtick Notion of Liberty 
in Worſhip in choſe Times of Confafion, our Civil 
Wars, was the unhappy. Source and Spring, whence 
moſt of the' Irregularities we have complained of 


ſince 
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ſince were originally derived. Let us in theſe peace 


able Days, and this more refined Age diſtinguiſh 
our ſelves by the Decency of our Behaviour in the 
Houſe of God in exact Conformity to the Rules of 
our eſtabliſned Communion. We cannot ſhew too 
great a Reſpect in theſe Chriſtian Aſſemblies to the 
Ordinances of our Church, and the Commands of 
God: But I heartily wiſh we would ſpare ſome, of 
thoſe unneceſſary Civilities we pay to Men: For no- 
thing ought to interrupt that Union and Connexion 
there is in all the regular Offices of our Church Com- 
munion, nor ſhould we willingly entertain what may 
diſengage our Souls, or divert our Minds from 


attending upon the Lord without Diſtraftion. In ſhort, : cor vi. 
as our Doctrine and Diſcipline nearly; reſemble the 3* 


ureſt and moſt primitive Platform, ſo let out pub- 
ick Devotions aim at theſe excellent Patterns ; nay, 
let us aſpire to the higheſt Perfection our Frailties 


and Imperfections will admit of, that ſo in the wor- 


* 


in the Houſe of bis Gh ... 
Having enforced the Particulars propoſed, I ſhall 
cloſe this Diſcourſe with ſome ſeaſonable Inferences 
10 flir us up to a grateful Remembrance of thoſe glo- 
rious Inſtruments who have aſſiſted and concurred to 
this excellent Undertaking. And, 4 
Fir, Is this Houſe now built, and ſundry more 
are compleating for divine Service? let us give Glory 
10 God, and pay our reſpectful Acknowledgments to 
the various Promoters of theſe Religious n 
C is 


thieſt manner we are capable of we may glorify God 


WEE et} 
'Tis univerſally allowed that the Praiſe and Glory 
of every Part, and the whole of this Work, muſt 
primarily and principally be aſcribed to God, to whoſe 
Grace and Goodneſs all of us owe our Diſpoſitions to 
attempt, and our Power to accompliſh every pious 
Undertaking. But if God is no way diſpleaſed, 
when in a dera ee Degree we attempt to honour 
thoſe who in their Actions and Deſigns promote his 
Honour, and the publick Good, we may juſtly com- 
mend thoſe, who by their Encouragements of this 
pious and truly Chriſtian Work ought to be had in 
ederlaſting Remembrance. | 


. 


*T was one of the principal Glories of the Prece- 
ding Reign, whoſe Memory and Praiſe ſhall be ever- 
laſting, that this excellent Defign of Erecting Chur- 
ches for the Glory of God, the Intereſt of Religion, 
and Support of its Miniſters was firft projected and 
formed; and if *twas recorded of David, that he 
found Favour with Cad for entertaining but the ver 
Thought of a ſingle Temple, Her ' pions Intention p, 
raiſing and advancing ſuch a Number of Churches, 
like the moſt precious Incenſe, muſt be + Memorial 
acceptable unto the Lord our Gt. 
But the Happineſs of continuing, the Otedit of 
endowing, and the Glory of petfeCting this venera- 
ble Work was reſerved as a more feaſonable and ad- 
ditional Triumph to the peaceable Blefings: of the 
preſent Reign. And feeing it is our happy Lot, 
under the kind auſpicious Influences of our moſt 
Gracious Sovereign (hm God long preſerve) to 

"299007" enjoy 
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a Caſe, yea bleſſe 
for their God. [33 ON. T6 oor | 


Commiſſioners , in contriving and carrying on, and 


19 ) 7 
enjoy great . that very worthy Deeds AA i 
have been done to this Nation by his zealous Care | 
and vigilant Providence, tis an "AQ of Duty, and 
Debt of Juſtice, as well as Tribute of Gratitude, zo | 
accept it always and in all Places with all Thankfal- 5. 3 
neſs. And ſince Piety and Tranquillity when hap- 
pily united, are moſt: ineſtimable Bleſſings, highly 
conducing to the Felicity and Stability of the Times, 
may we regularly uſe and wiſely improve, as well as . 
long continue to enjoy Peace: within our Walk, — 
Plemeouſneſs within our. Palaces, and Increaſe. and” 
Proſperity. in all our Churches, chat we; may 3s juſt- 

as comfortably apply to our ſelves thoſe Words of 

e P/almift, egy are the * who are in fuch pt cxix; 

are the People, why have the Lord 


The known Wiſdom and. Care, of our 3 


their diſintereſted Zeal in advancing this. Work, 
their wary Conduct in managing, ſo critical a Taſk, 


as Undereakings of this publick Nature almoſt con- 


ſtantly prove, in which tis morally impoſſible to 
— all, and exceeding difficult not to diſpleaſe 

their Courage and Conſtancy in ſurmounting 
E : Obſtacles, and the fair Proſpect they now have 
of accompliſhing the whole, do very jultly require, 
and really deſerve proportionate Degrees of Thank- 
fulneſs and Praiſe, Whilſt Proſpects of Advance- 


* For building Fifey New Churches. 
C 2 ment 
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ment and preſent real Profits uſually attend other 
careful Employments, theſe have not wanted their 
due Share and Proportion of Difficulties and Troubles, 
without the leaſt View to any painful Appendages; 
the innocent Hopes of pleaſing, and the ſolid Satif- 
faction of doing Good are their ſole Reward, | 
But the firſt Foundation of our aſſembling in this 
holy Place is well known to proceed from the diſ- 
intereſted Zeal and diſtinguiſhed Generoſity of a moſt 
Worthy Benefaftor f, on whoſe renowned Accom- 
pliſhments I might amply expatiate, did not my 
own Inabilities, and his Modeſty, diſcoutage me from 
attempting to ſay what Reaſon, Juſtice and Grati- 
tale oblige. © 3 © | | 

All I ſhalt here obſerve is, that what he hitherto 
has, and what more he deſigns to do for the Honour 
of this Houſe and Advantages of this Pariſh will be 
a laſting Monument of his Bounty and Praiſe, which 
after Death will make his Memory glorious, and where- 
by not only the preſent, but future Generations will 
eall him bleſſed. May the Lord reward him accord- 
ing to his good Works; may the Almighty proſper 
him in all his Ways, give his Angels Charge over him 
for his fafe Protection; confer on him a double Share 
of Bleſſings as well Spiritual as Temporal in this Life, 
and allot him his Portion with bleſſed Saints in Glory 
_ everlaſting. | SEL 


- 3 The Right Himourable General William Steuart. 
Secondly, 
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(21) 
Szeondly, Is this Place appropriated to religions 
Offices by Epiſcopal Conſecration Let us chearfut- 
ly pay due Obedience and Deference to our ſpiritual 
Governours, thoſe Inſtruments under God of promot- 
ing the Peace and advancing the Credit of our eſta- 
bliſhed Church. v4 
And if in the numerous Diſtricts of this extenſive 
Province there are various Reaſons and juſt Grounds 
and Foundations for others to boaſt of their reſpec- 
tive Dioceſans, we doubtleſs of this City ſhall rea- 
dily afſent to and unanimouſly concur in this ap- 
parent Truth, that we have abundant Reaſon, and 
indiſpenſable Obligations as well to rejoyce in as 
glory. of Ours; whoſe abundant Labours and ex- 
emplary Zeal for the Glory of God and the true In- 
tereſts of Religion, whoſe ſeaſonable Vindication of 
its eſſential Doctrines, whoſe vigorous Oppolition of 
all ignoble Practices, and whoſe prudent Regulations 
of one of the beſt of Charitys are too generally known 
to need to be diſplay'd, too freſh in all our Memo- . 
ries to be foon forgotten, But I cannor in this Place 
and upon this Occaſion forbear to congratulate that 
moſt diſtinguiſhing Felicity, which has been expedi- 
ted by his Care, and ſeems reſerved for his Time, and 
wherein all good Chriſtians may be allowed to glo- 
| ry, That the Churches of this Dioceſs mw are eſta- b 
bliſhed in the Faith, and mcreaſe in Number daily. May aa mi, 
God proſper the means which have or may be uſed 5 
to fulfil bis Joy, which I would charitably hope is the 


Joy of you all, that by this Increaſe of Churches we 
may 
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may increaſe and advance the Chriſtian Religion, and 


daily diminiſh the Number as well of all abſenting as 
diſſenting Proteſtants, 


. Solemnities as ſuitably diſplay the _—_ of the Place, 
eve, and become the Dignity of its Divine Inhabitants? Let 


princes by US Honour thoſe to whom Honour belongs, whoſe Know- 
Fans. ledge, Care, Prudence, and Zeal, have been variouſly 
—_ diſtinguiſhed and ſo commendably employed in the 
.“ f Decorations of his Houſe, that all who behold may 
Cure. proclaim of this, as was once pronounced of Zion, 
Leck. ix. Horw great is its Goodneſs! How great is it's Beamty / 
„ _ Veryexcellem Things are already ſpoken of thee, Thou 
zzxvi.2. City of God; but when thou ſhalt 2 thy ſelf from 
im. e Duſt, and put on all thy beautiful Garments, we 

may more juſtly praiſe the Perfection of thy Beauty, 
and moſt truly eſteem thee our Glory and Foy. 


When we ſeriouly reflect on thoſe large Acceſſions 


| Quality and Diſtinction, and withal conſider the in- 
competent Means, the ſlender Proviſion, and narrow 
Þ ſmall Accommodation for religious Worſhip, we ſeem- 
ed in ſome Meaſure to reſemble the Caſe of David in 
the midſt of his Captivity, and might earneſtly ex- 


ſence of the Lord? But now thanks be to God we may 


* me, we will goe imo the Houſe of the Lord. Our Feet 
„ ſhall fland within thy Gates, O Jeruſalem! whither the 
b | Tribes 


Thirdly, Is this Church adorned with ſuch decent 
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of magnificent Buildings in theſe adjacent Parts, which 
contain a numerous Increaſe of Inhabitants of the firſt 


poſtulate en ſhall we come to appear before the Pre- 
joyn Conſort and ſay, I was glad when they ſaid unto 
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Tribes may come 1 ”, even the Tribes of the Lord, w 
grve Thanks unto the Name of the Lord. O pray for 7. 6. 
c Peace of Jeruſalem, they ſhall proſper that love 4 | 
thee. pA Brethren and Companions Sake, I will on 1 
wiſh thee Proſperity, yea becauſe of the Houſe of the y 3 
Lord our God, I will ſeek to do thee Good. O be joyful piu e 
in the Lord all ye People, ſerve the Lord with Gudrſ, | 1 
and come before his Preſence with a Song. We will pu. a 3 
rejoice in thy Salvation, and triumph in the Name of 1 

the Lord our God, for the Lord hath performed all our 
Petitions, the Lord hath received our Prayer. Juſtly 
may we conclude, bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael from pn e. 
everlaſiing, and World without End, and let all the *: 
People ſay Amen. 
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